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INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8181 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

SECRET TEL AVIV 6726 

EXDIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR PICKERING FROM LEWIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, SY, US, XF 

SUBJECT: SAFRAN'S TRAVEL 

1 . I HAD AN INTERESTING SESSION WITH PROFESSOR SAFRAN 
THIS AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 8. HE REMAINS QUITE BULLISH 
ABOUT POSSIBILITY THAT SYRIANS WILL INDEED PURSUE THE 
"WORKING GRTUP IDEA," AND SAYS THAT HE HAD A CATEGORIC 
ASSURANCE FROM DAOUDI TO EFFECT THAT SYRIANS WOULD 
PURSUE IDEA THEMSELVES WITH JORDANIANS, SAUDIS, AND 
EGYPTIANS "AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL," PRESUMABLY BEFORE 
THE MEETINGS IN THE U.S. OF THE FOREIGN MINISTERS. I 
EXPRESSED OUR SKEPTICISM, WHICH HE SAYS HE HAD ORIGINALLY 
SHARED BUT NOW BELIEVES TO HAVE BEEN OVERSTATED. 

2. SAFRAN ASKED ME TO RELAY TO YOU FACT THAT HIS 
DEPARTURE FOR THE U.S. HAS HAD TO BE MOVED UP. HE 
ASKED THAT YOU PASS WORD TO CROWN PRINCE OF THIS FACT 
AND THAT HE WILL THEREFORE UNFORTUNATELY NOT BE ABLE 
TO RETURN TO AMMAN ON THIS TRIP. 
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